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Recent skirmishes on the border between Ecuador and Peru have left at least one soldier dead and
caused concern over the solidity of the 100-day-old cease-fire. In addition, the level of rhetoric has
also increased, as the two governments blame each other for the violence. Meanwhile, the four
guarantor countries began meeting in Brasilia May 17 to attempt to put the peace process back
on track. Despite continued progress with demilitarization of the border zones, called for by the
Itamaraty and Montevideo declarations that led to a cease-fire between the two countries (see
NotiSur, 02/10/05 and 03/10/95), ongoing incidents of violence along the border still threaten to
derail efforts to achieve a long-term solution to the border dispute. The latest clashes occurred just
as troop withdrawal was completed and the Military Observer Mission (Mision de Observadores
Militares Ecuador-Peru, MOMEP) was discussing with the two countries procedures to define the
unmarked 78-km section of border.
On May 9, MOMEP confirmed an incident involving troops from both Peru and Ecuador that
left one Peruvian soldier dead. The MOMEP communique urged both countries to "immediately
withdraw their patrols to their respective vigilance positions." The incident occurred about 60 km
from the area where the five-week undeclared war took place in February and March. However,
the exact events are unclear. Peruvian military officials accused Ecuadoran troops of entering
Peruvian territory and attacking the border post at Chequeiza. The same day, Ecuador accused Peru
of attacking one of its patrols, setting off concern that the incidents would escalate into full-scale
fighting once again. On May 10, Ecuadoran Presidency Minister Carlos Larreategui said his country
"would not tolerate" further incursions or violations of its sovereignty.
Then, on May 14, Peruvian Congress vice president Carlos Torres y Torres Lara accused Ecuador
of another attack in the same area. "This demonstrates Ecuador's warlike attitude and its failure to
recognize the Rio de Janeiro Protocol," Torres y Torres Lara said, in a reference to the 50-year-old
treaty that both countries signed and that lays the basis for demarcation of the border zones. Before
the May 9 incident, demilitarization had been proceeding on schedule and the border had been
relatively quiet. At the end of April, Ecuadoran troops withdrew from the hotly contested border
post at Tiwinza, which had become a symbol of victory in the five-week border war as both sides
claimed control of the post. The withdrawal was part of the MOMEP-supervised demilitarization of
the Cenepa River valley, near the Cordillera del Condor, where fighting broke out on Jan. 26. Since
the Montevideo declaration was signed on Feb. 28, the four guarantor countries of the Rio de Janeiro
Protocol Argentina, Brazil, Chile, and the US have been working to secure a lasting solution to the
border dispute.
The Rio Protocol ended a 1941 war between Peru and Ecuador, but Ecuador claims that its
stipulations regarding the unmarked 78-km border section are not enforceable because they were
based on erroneous geographic knowledge at the time. For Peru, a lasting solution to the conflict
means defining the disputed section of border according to the Rio Protocol, while for Ecuador what
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is needed is a comprehensive discussion of the territorial dispute, including renegotiating sovereign
access to the Amazon River, which it lost in the aftermath of the 1941 war. Although the February
Montevideo agreement ended the latest fighting, both sides have continued the propaganda war.
On May 2, at a ceremony honoring the "Cenepa heroes" soldiers who fought during the conflict
Fujimori repeated that Peru would not agree to Ecuador's demand for sovereign access to the
Amazon, but would grant unrestricted navigation rights when Ecuador accepts the demarcation of
the border (see NotiSur, 03/17/95).
"We will not cede even one millimeter of the border that has not yet been demarcated, and be
assured that we will also not accept Ecuador's demand for sovereign access to the Amazon," said
Fujimori. In fact, on May 5 Fujimori turned up the rhetorical heat even more, saying if the observer
teams left the Cordillera del Condor without a definitive demarcation of the border, renewed and
more intense fighting was likely. Fujimori said his country defends the Rio Protocol and wants
peace, but added, "The Ecuadorans should not think we will remain passive." Fujimori also indicted
that he has no intention of negotiating with Ecuadoran President Sixto Duran Ballen, but will wait
until after the 1996 election of a new head of state in Ecuador.
On May 8, Gen. Paco Moncayo, who commanded Ecuadoran troops during the conflict, said
he hoped that "both Peru and Ecuador are becoming more mature and moving toward a real
approximation, a real integration, and not one based on one of the parties receiving satisfaction
that goes against the historic rights of the other." However, after the May 9 incident, Gen. Nicolas
Hermoza, head of the Peruvian joint chiefs of staff, called Ecuador "a persistently rebellious
country" that was trying to sabotage the peace process. He said if this persists, Peru would act
"without the tolerance that it has maintained until now and it would defend its sovereignty with all
the power required." As the heat increased, Ecuadoran Presidency Minister Carlos Larreategui tried
to calm the situation, saying that the Ecuadoran National Security Council had evaluated the May 9
incident, and decided it was "an isolated act that should not affect the peace process."
Larreategui called the recent statements by Fujimori "unfortunate," especially his refusal to
negotiate with Duran Ballen to find a definitive solution to the long-running dispute. In the wake
of the increased tension between the two Andean neighbors, a meeting of the guarantor countries
began on May 17 in Brasilia. On the agenda is the possibility of setting up a demilitarized zone in
the area under dispute, as a prelude to negotiations. Meanwhile, the aftermath of the undeclared
border war is taking its toll socially and economically. According to the Quito daily El Comercio,
180 indigenous communities have been adversely affected by the war. Approximately 3,000 families
"are faced with a social, economic, and psychological crisis because their crops and animals have
disappeared and their understanding of their own territory has been changed" since the fighting.
"Life is not the same. Tranquility has not returned to the jungle since the cease-fire," said Luis
Yampies, leader of the Shuar community. "Many communities cannot return to their lands because
they are mined. That was a defense strategy by the Ecuadoran military, but we are affected." In
addition to the effects on the region's indigenous peoples, the closure of the border has caused
a serious economic crisis for thousands of families whose livelihood depends on cross-border
commerce, especially those in the Peruvian town of Aguas Verdes and the Ecuadoran town of
Huaquillas.
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On May 15, Angel Jumbo, president of the Huaquillas Chamber of Commerce said representatives
of several border towns would meet on May 27 to discuss the crisis on the border and petition the
governments of Peru and Ecuador to open the border to commercial activity. As tensions have
risen, so has fear that Ecuador and Peru could soon become embroiled in an arms race. That will
undoubtedly happen unless a solution is found to the border dispute, according to Ecuadoran
Congress president Heinz Moeller. "The situation is fragile," Moeller said. "If things continue as
they are, there will be an arms race."
Despite the continued tension between the two countries, on May 5 the US lifted the ban on the
sale of nonlethal military equipment to the two countries. The US action will also permit military
personnel from both countries to participate in US military training programs again. (Sources:
Notimex, 04/30/95; United Press International, 04/26/95, 05/02/95; Associated Press, 05/05/95; Inter
Press Service, 05/08/95; Agence France-Presse, 05/03/95, 05/05/95, 05/09- 11/95; Reuter, 05/02/95,
05/10/95, 05/12/95, 05/14/95, 05/15/95)
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